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PRESENTATION



The Lord, the Creator, the only true and living God, according to the Letter to the Hebrews, is manifested several times and in different ways. To man the wisdom, intelligence, knowledge, will, desire and taste of looking for and welcoming him, living according to his Commandment, his Word, in which alone there is life. To man the obligation of letting himself be found by him to be brought back to Him, because only in Him his being is accomplished, becomes a fully and perfectly human being.
In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways to our ancestors through the prophets; in these last days, he spoke to us through a son, whom he made heir of all things and through whom he created the universe, 
who is the refulgence of his glory, the very imprint of his being, and who sustains all things by his mighty word. When he had accomplished purification from sins, he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high, as far superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
For to which of the angels did God ever say: "You are my son; this day I have begotten you"? Or again: "I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me"? And again, when he leads the first-born into the world, he says: "Let all the angels of God worship him." 
Of the angels he says: "He makes his angels winds and his ministers a fiery flame"; but of the Son: "Your throne, O God, stands forever and ever; and a righteous sceptre is the sceptre of your kingdom. You loved justice and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, anointed you with the oil of gladness above your companions"; 
and: "At the beginning, O Lord, you established the earth, and the heavens are the works of your hands. They will perish, but you remain; and they will all grow old like a garment. You will roll them up like a cloak, and like a garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end." But to which of the angels has he ever said: "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies your footstool"? Are they not all ministering spirits sent to serve, for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? (Heb 1,1-14).
Therefore, we must attend all the more to what we have heard, so that we may not be carried away. For if the word announced through angels proved firm, and every transgression and disobedience received its just recompense, how shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation? Announced originally through the Lord, it was confirmed for us by those who had heard. God added his testimony by signs, wonders, various acts of power, and distribution of the gifts of the holy Spirit according to his will. 
For it was not to angels that he subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. Instead, someone has testified somewhere: "What is man that you are mindful of him, or the son of man that you care for him? You made him for a little while lower than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honour, subjecting all things under his feet." 
In "subjecting" all things (to him), he left nothing not "subject to him." Yet at present we do not see "all things subject to him," but we do see Jesus "crowned with glory and honour" because he suffered death, he who "for a little while" was made "lower than the angels," that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
For it was fitting that he, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the leader to their salvation perfect through suffering. He who consecrates and those who are being consecrated all have one origin. Therefore, he is not ashamed to call them "brothers," saying: "I will proclaim your name to my brothers, in the midst of the assembly I will praise you"; and again: "I will put my trust in him"; and again: "Behold, I and the children God has given me." 
Now since the children share in blood and flesh, he likewise shared in them, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who through fear of death had been subject to slavery all their life. Surely he did not help angels but rather the descendants of Abraham; therefore, he had to become like his brothers in every way, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest before God to expiate the sins of the people. Because he himself was tested through what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested (Heb 2,1-18).
Therefore, holy "brothers," sharing in a heavenly calling, reflect on Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession, who was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was "faithful in (all) his house." But he is worthy of more "glory" than Moses, as the founder of a house has more "honour" than the house itself. Every house is founded by someone, but the founder of all is God. Moses was "faithful in all his house" as a "servant" to testify to what would be spoken, but Christ was faithful as a son placed over his house. We are his house, if (only) we hold fast to our confidence and pride in our hope. 
Therefore, as the holy Spirit says: "Oh, that today you would hear his voice, 'Harden not your hearts as at the rebellion in the day of testing in the desert, where your ancestors tested and tried me and saw my works for forty years. Because of this I was provoked with that generation and I said, "They have always been of erring heart, and they do not know my ways." As I swore in my wrath, "They shall not enter into my rest."'" 
Take care, brothers, that none of you may have an evil and unfaithful heart, so as to forsake the living God. Encourage yourselves daily while it is still "today," so that none of you may grow hardened by the deceit of sin. We have become partners of Christ if only we hold the beginning of the reality firm until the end, for it is said: "Oh, that today you would hear his voice: 'Harden not your hearts as at the rebellion.'" Who were those who rebelled when they heard? Was it not all those who came out of Egypt under Moses? With whom was he "provoked for forty years"? Was it not those who had sinned, whose corpses fell in the desert? And to whom did he "swear that they should not enter into his rest," if not to those who were disobedient? And we see that they could not enter for lack of faith (Heb 3,1-19).
Therefore, let us be on our guard while the promise of entering into his rest remains, that none of you seem to have failed. For in fact we have received the good news just as they did. But the word that they heard did not profit them, for they were not united in faith with those who listened. For we who believed enter into (that) rest, just as he has said: "As I swore in my wrath, 'They shall not enter into my rest,'" 
and yet his works were accomplished at the foundation of the world. For he has spoken somewhere about the seventh day in this manner, "And God rested on the seventh day from all his works"; and again, in the previously mentioned place, "They shall not enter into my rest." Therefore, since it remains that some will enter into it, and those who formerly received the good news did not enter because of disobedience, he once more set a day, "today," when long afterwards he spoke through David, as already quoted: "Oh, that today you would hear his voice: 'Harden not your hearts.'" 
Now if Joshua had given them rest, he would not have spoken afterwards of another day. Therefore, a Sabbath rest still remains for the people of God. And whoever enters into God's rest, rests from his own works as God did from his. Therefore, let us strive to enter into that rest, so that no one may fall after the same example of disobedience. 
Indeed, the word of God is living and effective, sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating even between soul and spirit, joints and marrow, and able to discern reflections and thoughts of the heart. No creature is concealed from him, but everything is naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must render an account. 
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has similarly been tested in every way, yet without sin. So let us confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help (Heb 4,1-16).
Since God has spoken through His Son, many times and in different ways - the last eloquent way of speaking was from the cross - it is up to those who already believed to help those who believe so that they believe according to fullness of truth and those who do not believe so that ascertained the truth let themselves be led by it on the journey to eternity.
Taking the Gospel, reading, meditating, scrutinizing it in every Word, in order to find Christ in the brightest light to be offered to every other person so that he falls in love with Him, it is the most sublime work of charity and mercy. It is also pure cult of adoration for the Lord, since for Paul preaching the Gospel is worship and a sacred service. Helping the other so that he opens to faith is "a divine work." It is the work of God and he made every man who wants to devote himself to this holy ministry to bring some light into the hearts, share it. So Paul:
From Miletus he had the presbyters of the church at Ephesus summoned. When they came to him, he addressed them, "You know how I lived among you the whole time from the day I first came to the province of Asia. I served the Lord with all humility and with the tears and trials that came to me because of the plots of the Jews, and I did not at all shrink from telling you what was for your benefit, or from teaching you in public or in your homes. I earnestly bore witness for both Jews and Greeks to repentance before God and to faith in our Lord Jesus. But now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem. What will happen to me there I do not know, except that in one city after another the holy Spirit has been warning me that imprisonment and hardships await me. Yet I consider life of no importance to me, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to bear witness to the gospel of God's grace. 
"But now I know that none of you to whom I preached the kingdom during my travels will ever see my face again. And so I solemnly declare to you this day that I am not responsible for the blood of any of you, for I did not shrink from proclaiming to you the entire plan of God. Keep watch over yourselves and over the whole flock of which the holy Spirit has appointed you overseers, in which you tend the church of God that he acquired with his own blood. I know that after my departure savage wolves will come among you, and they will not spare the flock. And from your own group, men will come forward perverting the truth to draw the disciples away after them. So be vigilant and remember that for three years, night and day, I unceasingly admonished each of you with tears. 
And now I commend you to God and to that gracious word of his that can build you up and give you the inheritance among all who are consecrated. I have never wanted anyone's silver or gold or clothing. You know well that these very hands have served my needs and my companions. In every way I have shown you that by hard work of that sort we must help the weak, and keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus who himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive'" (At 20,17-35).
Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised previously through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel about his Son, descended from David according to the flesh, but established as Son of God in power according to the spirit of holiness through resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him we have received the grace of apostleship, to bring about the obedience of faith, for the sake of his name, among all the Gentiles, among whom are you also, who are called to belong to Jesus Christ; to all the beloved of God in Rome, called to be holy. Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
First, I give thanks to my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is heralded throughout the world. God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in proclaiming the gospel of his Son, that I remember you constantly, always asking in my prayers that somehow by God's will I may at last find my way clear to come to you. For I long to see you, that I may share with you some spiritual gift so that you may be strengthened, that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by one another's faith, yours and mine. I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I often planned to come to you, though I was prevented until now, that I might harvest some fruit among you, too, as among the rest of the Gentiles. To Greeks and non-Greeks alike, to the wise and the ignorant, I am under obligation; that is why I am eager to preach the gospel also to you in Rome. For I am not ashamed of the gospel. It is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: for Jew first, and then Greek. For in it is revealed the righteousness of God from faith to faith; as it is written, "The one who is righteous by faith will live" (Rm 1,1-17).
I myself am convinced about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to admonish one another. But I have written to you rather boldly in some respects to remind you, because of the grace given me by God to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in performing the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering up of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the holy Spirit. In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to boast in what pertains to God. For I will not dare to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to lead the Gentiles to obedience by word and deed, by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit (of God), so that from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum I have finished preaching the gospel of Christ. Thus I aspire to proclaim the gospel not where Christ has already been named, so that I do not build on another's foundation, but as it is written: "Those who have never been told of him shall see, and those who have never heard of him shall understand" (Rm 15,14-21).
Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I glory in my ministry (Rm 11, 13). if ministry, in ministering; if one is a teacher, in teaching (Rm 12, 7).  Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, was so glorious that the Israelites could not look intently at the face of Moses because of its glory that was going to fade (2Cor 3, 7). how much more will the ministry of the Spirit be glorious? (2Cor 3, 8). For if the ministry of condemnation was glorious, the ministry of righteousness will abound much more in glory (2Cor 3, 9). Therefore, since we have this ministry through the mercy shown us, we are not discouraged (2Cor 4, 1). And all this is from God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ and given us the ministry of reconciliation (2Cor 5, 18). We cause no one to stumble in anything, in order that no fault may be found with our ministry (2Cor 6, 3). if, as I suppose, you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for your benefit (Eph 3, 2). to equip the holy ones for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ (Ef 4, 12). as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow slave, who is a trustworthy minister of Christ on your behalf (Col 1, 7).  And tell Archippus, "See that you fulfil the ministry that you received in the Lord" (Col 4, 17). But you, be self-possessed in all circumstances; put up with hardship; perform the work of an evangelist; fulfil your ministry (2Tm 4, 5). Luke is the only one with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is helpful to me in the ministry (2Tm 4, 11).
To listen to the voice of God that speaks today more than yesterday and to give worship to the Lord in the service of the Gospel, it is not enough to read the Gospel only once. The Gospel must be an uninterrupted reading. It is from the Word that the Spirit of the Lord speaks and if the Word is not read, meditated, we do not pray on it, the Spirit does not speak and each one says of God what he wants. Reading, meditating, reflecting on the Gospel to listen to what the Spirit says to the heart and helping others so that they too hear, it is a sacred service, a sacred ministry and a true cult made to the Word of the Lord. In the Church, everything is from the Word. It suffices to take a quick glance at the New Testament to be convinced.
He began to teach them, saying (Mt 5, 2). The seed sown on the path is the one who hears the word of the kingdom without understanding it, and the evil one comes and steals away what was sown in his heart (Mt 13, 19). The seed sown on rocky ground is the one who hears the word and receives it at once with joy (Mt 13, 20). The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word, but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches choke the word and it bears no fruit (Mt 13, 22). But the seed sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold" (Mt 13, 23). need not honour his father.' You have nullified the word of God for the sake of your tradition (Mt 15, 6).
Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, "Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah" (Mt 17, 4). Then Peter said to him in reply, "We have given up everything and followed you. What will there be for us?" (Mt 19, 27). Many gathered together so that there was no longer room for them, not even around the door, and he preached the word to them (Mk 2, 2). The sower sows the word (Mk 4, 14). These are the ones on the path where the word is sown. As soon as they hear, Satan comes at once and takes away the word sown in them (Mc 4, 15). And these are the ones sown on rocky ground who, when they hear the word, receive it at once with joy (Mk 4, 16). Those sown among thorns are another sort. They are the people who hear the word (Mk 4, 18). but worldly anxiety, the lure of riches, and the craving for other things intrude and choke the word, and it bears no fruit (Mk 4, 19). But those sown on rich soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit thirty and sixty and a hundredfold" (Mk 4, 20).
With many such parables he spoke the word to them as they were able to understand it (Mk 4, 33). They had all seen him and were terrified. But at once he spoke with them, "Take courage, it is I, do not be afraid!" (Mk 6, 50). You nullify the word of God in favour of your tradition that you have handed on. And you do many such things" (Mk 7, 13). Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, "Rabbi, it is good that we are here! Let us make three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah" (Mk 9, 5). But they went forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the word through accompanying signs (Mk 16, 20). During the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert (Lk 3, 2).
He saw two boats there alongside the lake; the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets (Lk 5, 2). "This is the meaning of the parable. The seed is the word of God (Lk 8, 11). Those on the path are the ones who have heard, but the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts that they may not believe and be saved (Lk 8, 12). Those on rocky ground are the ones who, when they hear, receive the word with joy, but they have no root; they believe only for a time and fall away in time of trial (Lk 8, 13). But as for the seed that fell on rich soil, they are the ones who, when they have heard the word, embrace it with a generous and good heart, and bear fruit through perseverance (Lk 8, 15). He said to them in reply, "My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and act on it" (Lk 8, 21).
Then he said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter said in reply, "The Messiah of God" (Lk 9, 20). Then John said in reply, "Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name and we tried to prevent him because he does not follow in our company" (Lk 9, 49). He replied, "Rather, blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it" (Lk 11, 28). He said to them in reply, "Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were greater sinners than all other Galileans? (Lk 13, 2). One day as he was teaching the people in the temple area and proclaiming the good news, the chief priests and scribes, together with the elders, approached him (Lk 20, 1). At this the Jews answered and said to him, "What sign can you show us for doing this?" (Jn 2, 18). If it calls them gods to whom the word of God came, and scripture cannot be set aside (Jn 10, 35). in order that the word which Isaiah the prophet spoke might be fulfilled: "Lord, who has believed our preaching, to whom has the might of the Lord been revealed?" (Jn 12, 38). Whoever rejects me and does not accept my words has something to judge him: the word that I spoke, it will condemn him on the last day (Jn 12, 48). Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; yet the word you hear is not mine but that of the Father who sent me (Jn 14, 24). You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you (Jn 15, 3). But in order that the word written in their law might be fulfilled, 'They hated me without cause' (Jn 15, 25). This was to fulfil what he had said, "I have not lost any of those you gave me" (Jn 18, 9).
As they prayed, the place where they were gathered shook, and they were all filled with the holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness (At 4, 31). So the Twelve called together the community of the disciples and said, "It is not right for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table (At 6, 2). The word of God continued to spread, and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly; even a large group of priests were becoming obedient to the faith (At 6, 7). Now those who had been scattered went about preaching the word (At 8, 4).
Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent them Peter and John (At 8, 14). So when they had testified and proclaimed the word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem and preached the good news to many Samaritan villages (At 8, 25). Then Peter proceeded to speak and said, "In truth, I see that God shows no partiality (At 10, 34). You know the word (that) he sent to the Israelites as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all (At 10, 36). Now the apostles and the brothers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles too had accepted the word of God (At 11, 1). Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that arose because of Stephen went as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but Jews (At 11, 19).
But the word of God continued to spread and grow (At 12, 24). When they arrived in Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues. They had John also as their assistant (At 13, 5). He was with the proconsul Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who had summoned Barnabas and Saul and wanted to hear the word of God (At 13, 7). On the following Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord (At 13, 44). Both Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, "It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first, but since you reject it and condemn yourselves as unworthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles (At 13, 46). The Gentiles were delighted when they heard this and glorified the word of the Lord. All who were destined for eternal life came to believe (At 13, 48).
The word of the Lord continued to spread through the whole region (At 13, 49). After proclaiming the word at Perga they went down to Attalia (At 14, 25). After much debate had taken place, Peter got up and said to them, "My brothers, you are well aware that from early days God made his choice among you that through my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and believe (At 15, 7). But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and proclaiming with many others the word of the Lord (At 15, 35). After some time, Paul said to Barnabas, "Come, let us make a return visit to see how the brothers are getting on in all the cities where we proclaimed the word of the Lord" (At 15, 36). They traveled through the Phrygian and Galatian territory because they had been prevented by the holy Spirit from preaching the message in the province of Asia (At 16, 6).
When he had seen the vision, we sought passage to Macedonia at once, concluding that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them (At 16, 10). On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate along the river where we thought there would be a place of prayer. We sat and spoke with the women who had gathered there (At 16, 13). So they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to everyone in his house (At 16, 32). These Jews were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with all willingness and examined the scriptures daily to determine whether these things were so (At 17, 11). But when the Jews of Thessalonica learned that the word of God had now been proclaimed by Paul in Beroea also, they came there too to cause a commotion and stir up the crowds (At 17, 13).
He settled there for a year and a half and taught the word of God among them (At 18, 11). This continued for two years with the result that all the inhabitants of the  province of Asia heard the word of the Lord, Jews and Greeks alike (At 19, 10). Thus did the word of the Lord continue to spread with influence and power (At 19, 20). Paul answered, "I am a Jew, of Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city; I request you to permit me to speak to the people" (At 21, 39). When he had given his permission, Paul stood on the steps and motioned with his hand to the people; and when all was quiet he addressed them in Hebrew (At 21, 40). But it is not that the word of God has failed. For not all who are of Israel are Israel (Rm 9, 6).
But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith that we preach) (Rm 10, 8). Thus faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ (Rm 10, 17). The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God (1Cor 1, 18). Did the word of God go forth from you? Or has it come to you alone? (1Cor 14, 36). And when this which is corruptible clothes itself with incorruptibility and this which is mortal clothes itself with immortality, then the word that is written shall come about: "Death is swallowed up in victory (1Cor 15, 54). For we are not like the many who trade on the word of God; but as out of sincerity, indeed as from God and in the presence of God, we speak in Christ (2Cor 2, 17).
[bookmark: -4L5]Rather, we have renounced shameful, hidden things; not acting deceitfully or falsifying the word of God, but by the open declaration of the truth we commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God (2Cor 4, 2). Namely, God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting their trespasses against them and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation (2Cor 5, 19). For someone will say, "His letters are severe and forceful, but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible" (2Cor 10, 10). In him you also, who have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and have believed in him, were sealed 7 with the promised holy Spirit (Eph 1, 13). What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended into the lower (regions) of the earth? (Eph 4, 9).
And take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God (Eph 6, 17). And so that the majority of the brothers, having taken encouragement in the Lord from my imprisonment, dare more than ever to proclaim the word fearlessly (Phil 1, 14). As you hold on to the word of life, so that my boast for the day of Christ may be that I did not run in vain or labour in vain (Fil 2, 16). Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God (Col 3, 16). And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, receiving the word in great affliction, with joy from the holy Spirit (1Ts 1, 6). For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth not only in Macedonia and (in) Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything (1Ts 1, 8). And for this reason we too give thanks to God unceasingly, that,in receiving the word of God from hearing us, you received not a human word but, as it truly is, the word of God, which is now atwork in you who believe (1Ts 2, 13). Finally, brothers, pray for us, so that the word of the Lord may speed forward and be glorified, as it did among you (2Ts 3, 1). for which I am suffering, even to the point of chains, like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained (2Tm 2, 9).
Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus (2Tm 2, 17). Proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching (2Tm 4, 2). To be self-controlled, chaste, good homemakers, under the control of their husbands, so that the word of God may not be discredited (Tt 2, 5). For if the word announced through angels proved firm, and every transgression and disobedience received its just recompense (Heb 2, 2). For in fact we have received the good news just as they did. But the word that they heard did not profit them, for they were not united in faith with those who listened (Heb 4, 2). Indeed, the word of God is living and effective, sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating even between soul and spirit, joints and marrow, and able to discern reflections and thoughts of the heart (Heb 4, 12). For the law appoints men subject to weakness to be high priests, but the word of the oath, which was taken after the law, appoints a son, who has been made perfect forever (Heb 7, 28).
And a trumpet blast and a voice speaking words such that those who heard begged that no message be further addressed to them (Heb 12, 19). That phrase, "once more," points to (the) removal of shaken, created things, so that what is unshaken may remain (Heb 12, 27). Remember your leaders who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith (Heb 13, 7). Therefore, put away all filth and evil excess and humbly welcome the word that has been planted in you and is able to save your souls (Jm 1, 21). Be doers of the word and not hearers only, deluding yourselves (Jm 1, 22).
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his own face in a mirror (Jm 1, 23). But the word of the Lord remains forever." This is the word that has been proclaimed to you (1Pt 1, 25). Beloved, I am writing no new commandment to you but an old commandment that you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard (1Jn 2, 7). I write to you, children, because you know the Father. I write to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong and the word of God remains in you, and you have conquered the evil one (1Jn 2, 14). who gives witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ by reporting what he saw (Rev 1, 2). Remember then how you accepted and heard; keep it, and repent. If you are not watchful, I will come like a thief, and you will never know at what hour I will come upon you (Rev 3, 3).
After their audience with the king they set out. And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child was (Mt 2, 9). He said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the law of Moses and in the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled" (Lk 24, 44). Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard John and followed Jesus (Jn 1, 40). For the one whom God sent speaks the words of God. He does not ration his gift of the Spirit (Jn 3, 34). Many of the Samaritans of that town began to believe in him because of the word of the woman who testified, "He told me everything I have done" (Jn 4, 39). It is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life (Jn 6, 63).
Whoever belongs to God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not listen, because you do not belong to God" (Jn 8, 47). Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. The Father who dwells in me is doing his works (Jn 14, 10). Because the words you gave to me I have given to them, and they accepted them and truly understood that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me (Jn 17, 8).  In order that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled that he said indicating the kind of death he would die (Jn 18, 32).
The inhabitants of Jerusalem and their leaders failed to recognize him, and by condemning him they fulfilled the oracles of the prophets that are read Sabbath after Sabbath (At 13, 27). The words of the prophets agree with this, as is written (At 15, 15). For this is the wording of the promise, "About this time I shall return and Sarah will have a son" (Rm 9, 9). to recall the words previously spoken by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and saviour through your apostles (2Pt 3, 2). (2Pt 3, 2).
Blessed is the one who reads aloud and blessed are those who listen to this prophetic message and heed what is written in it, for the appointed time is near (Rev 1, 3). For God has put it into their minds to carry out his purpose and to make them come to an agreement to give their kingdom to the beast until the words of God are accomplished (Rev 17, 17). "Behold, I am coming soon." Blessed is the one who keeps the prophetic message of this book (Rev 22, 7). But he said to me, "Don't! I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brothers the prophets and of those who keep the message of this book. Worship God" (Rev 22, 9). Then he said to me, "Do not seal up the prophetic words of this book, for the appointed time is near (Rev 22, 10). I warn everyone who hears the prophetic words in this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book (Rev 22, 18).
It is obvious that the Jesus hidden in every Word of the Gospel cannot be discovered by any human mind. It is needed an expert of the Lord Jesus that reveals him to whoever picks up the Gospel. This expert of Christ is only one: the Holy Spirit. Without his presence of wise, intelligent, learned connoisseur of Christ the Lord, the Gospel remains a sealed book. No one might ever open its seals, because this "office" is only of the Spirit of God.
The Holy Spirit that has hidden Jesus in the words of the Gospel is the same that from the words of the Gospel must draw him out and offer him to the hearts so that they are nourished on him and conform their lives to his. Christ is not revealed to have only a scientific knowledge of Him. He is discovered so that he is admired in his beauty and one desires to eat him much more than what Eve did when she saw the tree of knowledge of good and evil, admired the fruits and wished them. Before Jesus, that is shown by the Spirit of the Lord, our desire to feed on Him and be like Him must make the mind, heart, will and eyes blow up. It is as if the hand wanted to take Christ almost by a spontaneous motion. Let us read and we will understand.
Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the animals that the LORD God had made. The serpent asked the woman, "Did God really tell you not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?"The woman answered the serpent: "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; it is only about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden that God said, 'You shall not eat it or even touch it, lest you die.'"But the serpent said to the woman: "You certainly will not die! No, God knows well that the moment you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods who know what is good and what is bad." The woman saw that the tree was good for food, pleasing to the eyes, and desirable for gaining wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and ate it; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves (Gen 3,1-7).
So the Holy Spirit reveals Christ to us and creates in us this very strong desire to be conformed to Him to be like Him trees of life for every other man.
May the Virgin Mary, Mother of the Redemption, pray for us and may she be the one to ask the Holy Spirit, so that he comes, shows us Christ and conforms us to Him in life and in death.
May the Angels and Saints take us by the hand so that with constancy, perseverance, without any interruption, we can carry out this sacred service of true worship to the Lord our God. Giving the true Christ in the world is the most pure worship to God.
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At an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come 
Is 2,1-5; Sal 121,1-2.4-9; Rm 13,11-14a; Mt 24,37-44
27 NOVEMBER – I SUNDAY OF ADVENT – A 
The man can "be deceived, lied to, betrayed" in a thousand ways in his dishonesty. But there is a historical truth that he might never deny. While he is pretending to be master of all things, he must recognize that he is not the master of anything, because he can neither direct his steps according to his will, nor rule his spirit or breath of life to his liking. These two truths are to him as his feet. Without these two truths he is a bust dragged by folly, ignorance, irrationality, dementia and infinity inhumanity.
Man may make plans in his heart, but what the tongue utters is from the Lord. All the ways of a man may be pure in his own eyes, but it is the Lord who proves the spirit. Entrust your works to the Lord, and your plans will succeed. The Lord has made everything for his own ends, even the wicked for the evil day. Every proud man is an abomination to the Lord; I assure you that he will not go unpunished. By kindness and piety guilt is expiated, and by the fear of the Lord man avoids evil. When the Lord is pleased with a man's ways, he makes even his enemies be at peace with him. Better a little with virtue, than a large income with injustice. In his mind a man plans his course, but the Lord directs his steps (Pr 16,1-9). You know, O Lord, that man is not master of his way; Man's course is not within his choice, nor is it for him to direct his step. Punish us, O Lord, but with equity, not in anger, lest you have us dwindle away. Pour out your wrath on the nations that know you not, on the tribes that call not upon your name; For they have devoured Jacob utterly, and laid waste his dwelling (Ger 10,23-25).
For truly the potter, with misspent toil he moulds a meaningless god from the selfsame clay; though he himself shortly before was made from the earth And after a little, is to go whence he was taken, when the life that was lent him is demanded back. But his concern is not that he is to die nor that his span of life is brief; Rather, he vies with goldsmiths and silversmiths and emulates moulders of bronze, and takes pride in modelling counterfeits. Ashes his heart is! more worthless than earth is his hope, and more ignoble than clay his life; Because he knew not the one who fashioned him, and breathed into him a quickening soul, and infused a vital spirit. Instead, he esteemed our life a plaything, and our span of life a holiday for gain; "For one must," says he, "make profit every way, be it even out of evil." For this man more than any knows that he is sinning, when out of earthen stuff he creates fragile vessels and idols alike. But all quite senseless, and worse than childish in mind, are the enemies of your people who enslaved them. For they esteemed all the idols of the nations gods, which have no use of the eyes for vision, nor nostrils to snuff the air, Nor ears to hear, nor fingers on their hands for feeling; even their feet are useless to walk with. For a man made them; one whose spirit has been lent him fashioned them. For no man succeeds in fashioning a god like himself; being mortal, he makes a dead thing with his lawless hands. For he is better than the things he worships; he at least lives, but never they (Wis 15, 7-17).
Not even the man can mould himself according to his will. His life is given to him to "be kneaded" with the life of his God. Time is needed for this, to fill life with the life of God. All the other things are not needed to life. Jesus warns us. Either we "knead" us with divine life, or we will end up in eternal death. Time runs out soon.
For as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. In (those) days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day that Noah entered the ark. They did not know until the flood came and carried them all away. So will it be (also) at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be out in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left. Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come. Be sure of this: if the master of the house had known the hour of night when the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and not let his house be broken into. So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come. 
It is a truth that can be verified every day: no one knows who stays and no one knows who leaves time. In every moment one leaves time and enters eternity. That is why one must be prepared, not to die, but to bring to fulfilment our dress of light, without which no one can enter the blessed eternity. One is darkness with eternal darkness. False prophets are destroying the truth of God and have annihilated the truth of man. They say there is no eternal death. Jesus says that there is eternal death. I believe in Christ.
Virgin Mary, Mother of the Redemption, Angels and Saints, give us the true faith in Christ.

Many will come from the east and the west 
Is 4,2-6; Ps 121,1-4.6-9; Mt 8,5-11
28 NOVEMBER 
It suffices to read the first two promises made by God to man, to know that salvation is for every man. However, today it passes through faith in Christ Jesus, because it is in him that God's promise is fulfilled. In Him, through Him, with Him, the man returns to the truth of his God and of himself, which is a truth not only for time but also for eternity. The truth of God is everlasting and eternal is also the truth of man according to God.
Then the Lord God said to the serpent: "Because you have done this, you shall be banned from all the animals and from all the wild creatures; On your belly shall you crawl, and dirt shall you eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will strike at your head, while you strike at his heel" (Gen 3,14-15).
The LORD said to Abram: "Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father's house to a land that I will show you. "I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you. All the communities of the earth shall find blessing in you" (Gen 12,1-3).
Again the Lord’s messenger called to Abraham from heaven and said: "I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you acted as you did in not withholding from me your beloved son, I will bless you abundantly and make your descendants as countless as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore; your descendants shall take possession of the gates of their enemies, and in your descendants all the nations of the earth shall find blessing - all this because you obeyed my command'' (Gen 22,15-18).
The Messiah does not come for one people, one nation, one language or tribe. He comes for the redemption of the world. He is sent by God to atone for the sins of all and to make every man the offer of his salvation. The condition is one, only one: believing in the Word of Jesus, making it become his life. Salvation is when a man enters the Word of Christ and consumes his days in it. The word is the "shuttle or capsule" that from sin leads us to grace, from darkness leads us into light and from time takes us into the blessed eternity. If we live outside of the Word, we are without "the instrument" that takes us into the truth, into life, into righteousness, into holiness and into the eternal light.
Today false prophets offer a low-priced religion. They sell faith without the Word, religion without new life, preach a Christianity of universal salvation after death, making man today remain in darkness, in death, in falsehood, in every lie, impurity and dishonesty. This religion emptied of the Word of Christ Jesus and of the fruits that it is today called upon to produce, is a religion of death, of eternal hell. Never will it become the religion of true life. The Word is missing.
When he entered Capernaum, a centurion approached him and appealed to him, saying, "Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, suffering dreadfully." He said to him, "I will come and cure him." The centurion said in reply, "Lord, I am not worthy to have you enter under my roof; only say the word and my servant will be healed. For I too am a person subject to authority, with soldiers subject to me. And I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to another, 'Come here,' and he comes; and to my slave, 'Do this,' and he does it." When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, "Amen, I say to you, in no one in Israel have I found such faith. I say to you, many will come from the east and the west, and will recline with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at the banquet in the kingdom of heaven.
The Church, by offering this episode of the Centurion in the first day of Advent weekdays, immediately wants to reveal the truth of the Lord Jesus. He is not for some "aged" disciple who needs to renew his religious tradition, which has become a cultural tradition. He is for the salvation of every man and it is the duty of the Christian to offer this salvation to every other man, revealing the redeeming, saving, sanctifying, humanizing and healing truth of Jesus the Lord. If he celebrates Christmas only for himself, he is exactly like the "rich man". He does not see the poor.
Virgin Mary, Mother of the Redemption, Angels and Saints make us givers of Christ to the world.

All things have been handed over to me by my Father 
Is 11,1-10; Ps 71,1-2.7-8.12-13.17; Lk 10,21-24
29 NOVEMBER
Solomon believes that nothing is more useful to man than wisdom. To him she is the good from which every other good is born. However, she is a gift from the Lord. To Him we must ask with a daily, heartfelt prayer and without any interruption. Perpetually we need her, we have always to believe in her and always ask for her.
Therefore I prayed, and prudence was given me; I pleaded and the spirit of Wisdom came to me. I preferred her to sceptre and throne, And deemed riches nothing in comparison with her, nor did I liken any priceless gem to her; Because all gold, in view of her, is a little sand, and before her, silver is to be accounted mire. Beyond health and comeliness I loved her, And I chose to have her rather than the light, because the splendour of her never yields to sleep. Yet all good things together came to me in her company, and countless riches at her hands; And I rejoiced in them all, because Wisdom is their leader, though I had not known that she is the mother of these. Simply I learned about her, and ungrudgingly do I share - her riches I do not hide away; For to men she is an unfailing treasure; those who gain this treasure win the friendship of God, to whom the gifts they have from discipline commend them. Now God grant I speak suitably and value these endowments at their worth: For he is the guide of Wisdom and the director of the wise. For both we and our words are in his hand, as well as all prudence and knowledge of crafts. Such things as are hidden I learned and such as are plain; for Wisdom, the artificer of all, taught me. 
For in her is a spirit intelligent, holy, unique, Manifold, subtle, agile, clear, unstained, certain, Not baneful, loving the good, keen, unhampered, beneficent, kindly, Firm, secure, tranquil, all-powerful, all-seeing, And pervading all spirits, though they be intelligent, pure and very subtle. For Wisdom is mobile beyond all motion, and she penetrates and pervades all things by reason of her purity. For she is an aura of the might of God and a pure effusion of the glory of the Almighty; therefore nought that is sullied enters into her. For she is the refulgence of eternal light, the spotless mirror of the power of God, the image of his goodness. And she, who is one, can do all things, and renews everything while herself perduring; And passing into holy souls from age to age, she produces friends of God and prophets. For there is nought God loves, be it not one who dwells with Wisdom. For she is fairer than the sun and surpasses every constellation of the stars. Compared to light, she takes precedence; for that, indeed, night supplants, but wickedness prevails not over Wisdom (Wis 7,7-30).
Christians know that Christ Jesus is the Eternal, uncreated Wisdom. The Divine Word became flesh. He is Wisdom, Truth, Life, Way, Grace and Light. The Father has placed everything in Christ, putting himself and the Holy Spirit. Knowing this, Christ Jesus must always pray so that he is given without any restriction, giving him His perfect knowledge, in which the science of the Father and the Spirit is. Christ must be more than the heart, more than the mind, more than the eyes for the Christian. This desire must be very strong and turned into a prayer that knows no pauses. Christ is everything.
At that very moment he rejoiced (in) the holy Spirit and said, "I give you praise, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned you have revealed them to the childlike. Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him." Turning to the disciples in private he said, "Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. For I say to you, many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it." 
The Christian cannot have a "bookish" knowledge of Christ Jesus, learned by concepts, by hearsay, by the study of some ancient code. He must have a knowledge by a transformation in Christ. He is transformed into Christ and Christ is transformed into him. Christ must be for him more than salt in water, more than yeast to flour, more than the very light to the eyes and more than air to the lungs. Christ must be the soul of his body, the thought of his thoughts, the will of his will and the heart of his heart. The Christian has to like "be melted" in Christ and Christ "fused" in him, so that we cannot say this is Christ and this is a Christian. Christ is everything.
Virgin Mary, Mother of the Redemption and Holy Angels, give us all of Christ Jesus.

Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew 
Rm 10,9-18; Ps 18,2-5; Mt 4,18-22
30 NOVEMBER
The blessing of Abraham is by descent. In fact, Abram leaves the Scripture when he gave a wife to his son Isaac. He lives a whole life. He remarries too. But he gets out of the Scripture. His mission is over. Now his fruit lives.
Sometime after these events, this word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: "Fear not, Abram! I am your shield; I will make your reward very great." But Abram said, "O Lord God, what good will your gifts be, if I keep on being childless and have as my heir the steward of my house, Eliezer?" Abram continued, "See, you have given me no offspring, and so one of my servants will be my heir." Then the word of the Lord came to him: "No, that one shall not be your heir; your own issue shall be your heir." He took him outside and said: "Look up at the sky and count the stars, if you can. Just so," he added, "shall your descendants be." Abram put his faith in the Lord, who credited it to him as an act of righteousness. He then said to him, "I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land as a possession." "O Lord God," he asked, "How am I to know that I shall possess it?" He answered him, "Bring me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old she-goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtle-dove, and a young pigeon." He brought him all these, split them in two, and placed each half opposite the other; but the birds he did not cut up. Birds of prey swooped down on the carcasses, but Abram stayed with them. 
As the sun was about to set, a trance fell upon Abram, and a deep, terrifying darkness enveloped him. Then the Lord said to Abram: "Know for certain that your descendants shall be aliens in a land not their own, where they shall be enslaved and oppressed for four hundred years. But I will bring judgment on the nation they must serve, and in the end they will depart with great wealth. You, however, shall join your forefathers in peace; you shall be buried at a contented old age. In the fourth time-span the others shall come back here; the wickedness of the Amorites will not have reached its full measure until then." When the sun had set and it was dark, there appeared a smoking brazier and a flaming torch, which passed between those pieces. It was on that occasion that the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying: "To your descendants I give this land, from the Wadi of Egypt to the Great River (the Euphrates) (Gen 15,1-18).
With Christ Jesus there is no more descent. He is the Blessed and is the Blessing. Who wants the blessing must become one, one body, one life, one obedience and one word with Him. The miracle of miracles, the prodigy of prodigies, the work of works is He that today continues his mission, by transforming in the Holy Spirit and conforming to him some men whom he calls so that He can continue in them, with them, by them his mission of salvation, redemption and sanctification.
And when your time comes and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins, and I will make his kingdom firm. It is he who shall build a house for my name. And I will make his royal throne firm forever. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. And if he does wrong, I will correct him with the rod of men and with human chastisements; but I will not withdraw my favour from him as I withdrew it from your predecessor Saul, whom I removed from my presence. Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before me; your throne shall stand firm forever'" (2Sam 7,12-16).
One is the Kingdom, one of the King and one the Person. Today Jesus calls Simon, Andrew, James and John to follow him, because tomorrow they will be his body, his heart, his hands, his feet, his eyes, his life in order to continue his work until the end. Every day the called must let himself be transformed into Christ so that He can act.
As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He said to them, "Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men." At once they left their nets and followed him. He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and followed him. 
There is a punctual consecration to Christ – it is the time of ordering - and there is a habitual one. It is the latter that makes the first effective. The consecration is perennial.
Virgin Mary, Mother of the Redemption, Angels and Saints make us of Christ, in Him and for Him.
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